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When 3 -benzoy l -2 - imino- l -me thy lbenz imidazo l ine  (I) is heated with bromoacetone  or  phenacyl b ro-  
mide in d imethyl formamide  at 80-90~ an imidazole ring is fo rmed  through a step involving II to give 
2 -ace ty l -9 -methy l -3 -phenyl imidazo[1 ,2 -a ]benz imidazo le  (IIIa) [in 58% yield with mp 152 ~ (from octane)] 
and, respec t ive ly ,  2-benzoylder iva t ives  IIIb [in 61% y ie ldwi th  mp 156 ~ (from octane)]; according to [1], 
as a consequence of i somer iza t ion  of I under these conditions, i somer i c  3 -aee ty l -9 -me thy l -2 -pheny l -  or  
3 -benzoyl -9-methyl -2-phenyl imidazo[1 ,2-a ]benz imidazoles  a re  also fo rmed  in smal l  yields under these  
conditions: 
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The s t r uc tu r e s  of III were  conf i rmed by the IR and PMR spec t ra .  The resu l t s  of e l emen ta ry  analysis  fo r  
C, H, and N were  in agreement  with the calculated values.  
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